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THE CONFERENCE OP THE INTERNATIONAL LAW ASSOCIATION, LONDON 

On August 2, 1910, the International Law Association opened its 
twenty-sixth conference at the Guildhall, London, Sir William Kann 
Kennedy, Lord Justice of Appeal, presiding and Lord Alverstone, the 
Lord Chief Justice, acting as honorary president. 

Eepresentatives were present from Austria, Belgium, Bohemia. 
Canada, Denmark, Egypt, France, Germany, Great Britain, Holland, 
Hungary, India, Italy, New Zealand, Norway, Eussia, Turkey and the 
United States of America, over forty members from the latter country 
being in attendance. 

The delegates were welcomed by the Lord Mayor, who attended in 
state. There was an English touch in the fact which he pleasantly re- 
called that, at its last meeting in London, seventeen years before, the 
Association was welcomed by his father, the then Lord Mayor. 

He spoke of the commercial and international character of London 
and said to its citizens the world's peace was as necessary as the oxygen 
in the air they breathe. 

Lord Justice Kennedy, in his opening address, advocated with dignity 
and breadth of view the "Lasting concord between the individuals who 
compose the communities of the civilized world" and to that end the 
unification of law, which would aid the world's peace, an object which 
had animated the Association from its foundation. 

The Association's first act was to send a telegraphic message of re- 
spect to His Majesty the King. 

Dr. W. Evans Darby's customary, and always able, paper, on the 
" Present Position of International Arbitration " was read in Dr. 
Darby's absence by Mr. Justice Phillimore. It quoted with especial 
admiration the resolutions of the American Federation of Labor adopted 
last year in favor of such arbitration as a substitute for war, " the bar- 
barous method of the past." 

Dr. W. E. Bisschop moved a resolution favorable to the establishment 
of a school of international law at The Hague. 

A spirited debate followed in which Sir Frederick Pollock very poign- 
antly criticised the scheme, asking what language it was proposed to 
use at this school. Was every man to hear international law expounded 
in his own language or was the Pentecostal idea going to prevail? 

The weighty, and, as it were, official support of Lord Alverstone 
carried the measure however against the very intelligent criticism. 
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Extended papers on " The Declaration of London " were submitted 
by Bt. Hon. Arthur Cohen, K. C, and Sir John Macdonnell, the former 
advocating, the latter questioning, the Declaration. 

Dr. T. Baty presented a paper on " The Inadequacy of Litigation as 
a Protection against Cruisers," strongly opposing the Declaration as 
extending the jurisdiction of prize courts. 

Mr. Justice Phillimore protested against adhering to the Declaration 
in full. 

Dean Charles Noble Gregory of the University of Iowa advocated the 
doctrine of continuous voyage in blockade as developed by the United 
States courts, contending that despite scholastic criticism, England had 
officially countenanced it and that the Declaration of London, which 
abandoned it, had been ratified as yet by no government. 

Sir John Gray Hill presented an interesting review of workmen's 
compensation acts in various countries, treated such acts as fully accepted 
but pointed out defects and injustices in them. 

Mr. P. B. Mignault, K C, of Montreal, compared the French and 
English systems. 

Mr. J. E. E. Stephens read a paper on " The Harter Act, and Bills of 
Lading Legislation" and the late Mr. Justice Walton continued the 
subject, urging freedom of contract as " essential to the healthy develop- 
ment of maritime trade." 

Mr. J. Arthur Barratt of London, convener of the Committee on 
Divorce Jurisdiction, read the report upon replies' by jurists in various 
countries, which showed serious differences and conflicts and sometimes 
most surprising provisions. It showed one ground of divorce in England 
and twelve in Sweden. 

Dr. Gaston de Leval of Brussels showed the great hardships arising 
from conflicts in law as to the right to marry without the consent of 
parents, this making many marriages though valid in England yet void 
on the Continent of Europe. 

Dr. Hies Hevesi of Budapest read a paper on the action of the Third 
Hague Conference on marriage and divorce in which, among other 
things, he criticised the excessive reverence for impediments of an eccle- 
siastical character and for ecclesiastical forms. 

Dean E. P. Walton of Montreal submitted a very entertaining and 
satirical paper on "Divorce in Canada and the United States," most 
damaging to the latter country. 
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The statistics which he quoted for his comparison were quite success- 
fully impeached by Mr. Barratt. 

Mr. Ernest Todd compared criminal procedure in Prance and Great 
Britain, and pointed out the inadequate protection of the accused in 
France. 

Mr. A. H. Charteris gave a brilliant comparison of Scottish criminal 
procedure with English and French. 

Lord Alverstone summed up these papers and gave his opinion as 
against the examination of the accused before trial. He spoke with 
interest of the supplementary jurors under the French system who hear 
the trial and take the place of a juror withdrawn by illness. 

Maitre Clunet of Paris moved and carried a resolution that " It is 
desirable to establish by diplomatic convention an extra-national or 
super-national statute or governing law which may be adopted by inter- 
national associations formed for no profit which, by reason of their 
nature, or their object, can not or will not submit themselves to the laws 
of any denned country." 

Dr. Meyer of Berlin advocated uniformity in the laws of bills of 
exchange. 

Dr. Bennet Sichermann discussed a similar question as to cheques. 

Eventually a committee was appointed which reported seven rules 
looking to an improvement in this respect and, after discussion, they 
were agreed to by the conference. 

Maitre Clunet of Paris was unanimously elected to the presidency of 
the Association. 

The social entertainments offered the members were numerous and 
delightful. The Inner Temple, Lincolns Inn and the Law Society 
severally received them at splendid dinners, Grays Inn at a luncheon 
and garden party, and the Inner Temple at a concert. 

Mr. Whitelaw Eeid, the American Ambassador, and Mrs. Reid enter- 
tained them most agreeably at an evening reception at the Embassy and 
a garden party was given by the principal officers of the Association at 
Cam House (formerly Argyl Lodge) the beautiful town house of Mr. 
Justice Phillimore. Not even showery weather could spoil the pleasures 
of the distinguished company which was so cordially welcomed in those 
charming lawns and gardens. 

The great closing banquet was given in the Guildhall by the Lord 
Mayor and Corporation of London. Over six hundred guests were 
present and the Lord Mayor presided. 
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The only speeches were by Lord Justice Kennedy, Professor Charles 
Noble Gregory and Lord Chief Justice Alverstone. 

The splendid banquet in the great marble hall was followed by a re- 
ception and " concert of music." 

The authorities of the port of London took many of the foreign dele- 
gates to Tilbury and back by steamer and showed them the docks and 
warehouses of the great city. 

Representatives of the Society were most hospitably entertained also 
at New Castle and shown the great steel works and places of archeo- 
logical interest there. 

Proceeding to Liverpool they were sumptuously entertained at lun- 
cheon at the Town Hall by the Lord Mayor and were then shown the 
city and the famous port and in the evening were the guests of the 
Chamber of Commerce at a dinner at The Adelphi. 

The toast of the International Law Association was responded to by 
Maitre Clunet in French and Prof. Gregory in English. 

The Conference was throughout in attendance, in the spirit of inter- 
national friendship, and in the discussion of international problems, one 
of the most important and successful in the history of the Association. 

All the guests from abroad carried away the most agreeable and grate- 
ful recollections of English hospitality, both public and private. The 
exertions of Lord Justice Kennedy and Mr. Justice Phillimore were 
unremitting; enough can not be said moreover for the admirable arrange- 
ments made for every one by the Hon. Secretaries, Mr. George G. Philli- 
more and Dr. Baty, and the local committees. All arrangements were 
models of efficiency, hospitality, good feeling and good taste. Those 
in charge can not be too warmly thanked or too sincerely congratulated. 

It is anticipated that the next conference will be held in Paris in 1913 
under the presidency of Maitre Clunet. 

May it prove as useful and delightful as that of 1910. 

THE SAVARKAR CASE 

It is frequently stated that, were an international court established at 
The Hague, it would be without business. The frequent resort to arbi- 
tration, even although a temporary tribunal has to be constituted, shows 
that the assertion is hardly justified by the facts. Even were a perma- 
nent court to have but few cases in the first years of its existence, this 
would be no valid objection against its establishment, for the Supreme 



